The
Amerikan
Mind

Frankenstein’s need for a servant was an expression
of his diseased ego, so he created a demented, ugly
creature, pathologically strong and huge.






BLOOD IN MY EYE

Dear Greg,*

The breakdown of establishment-conditioning usually
occurs first at the university level. Students refuse to accept
the lie that our exploitation of the world’s peoples is actually
beneficial to them. They begin to refuse their share of the
spoils. Huey Newton and Bobby Seale left the campus to
form the Black Panther Party. The Students for a Demo-
cratic Society gave birth to the Weatherman.

The rise of socio-political institutions to their present
form and complexity was not the result of chance. The cor-
poration, the university, the unions, the mass media, the
foundations, the associations, the courts, the prisons, the
army (police—national and international—uniformed and
disguised) from their beginnings were formulated as enforc-
ers of state centralism. An examination focused on the his-
tory of all the major socio-political institutions of the United
States (a study in the genetics of hierarchy) would certainly
uncover the totally economic motive underlying the founda-
tions of these institutions. For my purpose, I would broadly
divide the major socio-political institutions into two classes,
one designed by the state to move people into certain actions,
and the other to discourage, curtail or completely deny cer-
tain other actions. The unintelligible vastness of these institu-
tions makes it seem impossible that they could be owned and
operated by a relatively small number of men; but the truth
of this can be demonstrated by documented evidence and

*A friend of the author.
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irrefutable case studies. The modern industrial, corporative,
city-based state could never function at all without hierarchi-
cal control and an acceptance by the people of the controlling
hierarchy.

“Prior conditioning,” of course! The “effects of ubiqui-
tous self-negation inbred since childhood,” of course, again!
Certainly “the pervasive nihilism of capitalist man . . .”” But
these are simply “effects.”

Western civilization is dying because it’s tied into an
economic system that was decadent a hundred years ago.
This system was certainly the calculated creation of a specific
minority class. The rise of the manufacturing class was not
spontaneous. It is perpetuated beyond the stage of decadence
in spite of fits of outrageous disorder. Its seemingly remarka-
ble ability to return from crisis is not proof of natural dura-
bility. Rather it is proof of a destructive will to power at any
cost.

Frankenstein’s need for a servant was an expression of
his diseased ego, so he created a huge, pathologically strong,
demented, ugly creature. He censored the beast’s activity by
making him underintelligent. He erected institutions flexible
enough to keep the giant working, but rigid enough to fore-
stall any growth of his mental faculties. A brain was grudg-
ingly attached to the beast to provide a way for it to act. The
beast worked and fought the enemies of his creator. The
beast was content to watch the creator flourish. He lived
through his creator. And when he finally saw himself as he
was, he went mad.

The corporation, the foundation, the association, the
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mass media, the state-controlled unions, the universities and
primary schools are all designed to move people into very
specifically pre-ordered and monitored actions. The actual
monitoring is done by a broader segment of the stratified
slave state but the pre-ordering is done by the one-tenth of
one percent, the ruling class and governing elite of the cor-
porative arrangement. The careful observer can see immedi-
ately how the guiding instructions are held together by red
tape and rubber bands so that they can be very flexible when
necessary. The corporation’s flea market and the mass media
are relatively new techniques of control, as are the institu-
tional foundations and most of the associations.

The foundations, whether family or corporate, are tax-
exempt financial mechanisms, ostensibly established for al-
truistic influences in the fields of art and culture generally.
They subsidize scientific research, higher education, educa-
tional TV, etc. The Rockefellers alone control thirteen such
foundations, through which they also control the oil holdings
of ninety to a hundred nations in the Third World countries
mainly—holdings variously estimated in value from ten to
fourteen billion dollars. Similar foundations are controlled
by the Fords, Kelloggs, and Carnegies, etc., etc. When the
international business interests of these family financial insti-
tutions are threatened, the “tax-supported” international po-
lice are activated. After the C.I.A. fails, the special forces are
called upon. When necessary, the Marine Corps and infantry
intervene.

Comrade George
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Amerikan
Justice

For their freedom to prey on the world’s people . . .

whatever the cost in blood.
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Dear Greg,

In order for capitalism to continue to rule, any action
that threatens the right of a few individuals to own and
control public property must be prohibited and curtailed
whatever the cost in resources (the international wing of the
repressive institutions has spent one and one-half trillion
dollars since World War II), whatever the cost in blood (My
Lai, Augusta, Georgia, Kent State, the Panther trials, the
frame-up of Angela Davis)! The national repressive institu-
tions (police, National Guard, army, etc.) are no less deter-
mined. The mayors that curse the rioters and the looters
(Mayor Daley of Chicago has ordered them summarily ex-
ecuted in the streets) ignore the fact that their bosses have
looted the world!!!

I refuse to make any argument with statistics compiled
by the institutions and associations that I indict. Yet it is true
that even official figures prove the case against capitalism.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation compiles and indexes
almost all information on crime in the United States—I have
the figures as it states them right here: Vital Statistics—FBI
Crime Report—property crimes, 87 percent of the total in
1969, 28 percent of these crimes occurring in the ghetto.
Since 1960, the number of men and women prisoners in state
and federal penitentiaries has fluctuated slightly around the
quarter-million mark. These statistics conceal the living real-
ity.

This is my eleventh year of being shoveled into every
major prison in the most populous state in the nation—and
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the largest prison system in the world. What I have seen in
these eleven years is the living situation. The experience is
quite different from the columns of figures neatly arranged
to give the impression of well-studied, detached, scientific
and calculated analysis. Hidden are the facts that, at each
institution I've been in, 30 to sometimes 40 percent of those
held are black, and every one of the many thousands I’ve
encountered was from the working or lumpenproletariat
class. There may be a few exceptions, but I simply have not
met any of them in my eleven years. Where I am confined
now in San Quentin Prison, California, awaiting trial for two
alleged crimes* conviction on either of which would subject
my lungs to the poison-gas treatment, there are seventeen
cells in what is euphemistically called ‘“the adjustment cen-
ter’” but is far more accurately known as the hole. The A./C.
is San Quentin’s triple maximum security, and all of these
cells are filled—eleven of them with black men—every one
of them without exception from the working class.

I’'ve been arrested, interrogated or investigated more
times than I care to count. I’ve learned ten times more about
the process than the most expert single groups of inquisitors.
From the first moment I'm brought into this scenario, I
attempt to establish control over the exchanges that will take
place between myself and my captors. Depending on the
situation, one learns to feign either indignation, surprise,

*The author was under indictment for two counts: first-degree mur-
der, and assault on a non-inmate causing death which, under Section 4500
of the California Penal Code, automatically involves a sentence »f death
upon conviction.—Ed.
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idiocy or fear. At times the peasant-philosopher face will
work. I don’t think I am an exception at all, as most blacks
learn by age fifteen how to handle the cretins who hire out
as guns for the privileged. There is only one type of inquisi-
tional situation that I personally cannot control—the ses-
sions that begin with violence. In those cases, guile fails and
blacks learn to fight multiple opponents while handcuffed, or
at least learn how to protect the groin area. I simply have
never managed to develop a technique against nine armed
men who are fascinated with damaging my private parts!!
But, I’'m still learning!

“All black people, wherever they are, whatever their
crimes, even crimes against other Blacks, are political prison-
ers because the system has dealt with them differently than
with whites. Whitey gets the benefit of every law, every
loophole, and the benefit of being judged by his peers—other
white people. Blacks don’t get the benefit of any such jury
trial by peers. Such a trial is almost a cinch to result in the
conviction of a black person, and it’s a conscious political
decision that blacks don’t have those benefits” (Howard
Moore Jr., attorney, official “of” the court, but not “for” the
court—he’s in a position to know—he’s honest, black, and
dedicated enough to tell).

The purpose of the chief repressive institutions within
the totalitarian capitalist state is clearly to discourage and
prohibit certain activity, and the prohibitions are aimed at
very distinctly defined sectors of the class- and race-sensi-
tized society. The ultimate expression of law is not order—
it’s prison. There are hundreds upon hundreds of prisons,
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and thousands upon thousands of laws, yet there is no social
order, no social peace. Anglo-Saxon bourgeois law is tied
firmly into economics. One can even pick that out of those
Vital Statistics. Bourgeois law protects property relations
and not social relationships. The cultural traits of capitalist
society that also tend to check activity—(individualism, ar-
tificial politeness juxtaposed to an aloof rudeness, the rush to
learn “how to” instead of “‘what is’’)—are secondary really,
and intended for those mild cases (and groups) that require
preventive measures only. The law and everything that inter-
locks with it was constructed for poor, desperate people like
me.

Jonathan, my younger brother, understood this point
perfectly. The purport of the raid on the Marin County
Courthouse was more significant by far than its calculable
effects. I knew him well, since he was and still is my alter ego.
He went to liberate and to educate with aggressive and free
action. He knew that as he proceeded in liberating there
would be more action. He wasn’t a speechmaker, and neither
am L. Escape from the myth, the hoax, by moving people into
action against the terror of the state—counter-terrorism—is
the real significance of the August 7th affair. To Jonathan,
the striking exposure was ‘“audacity, audacity, and more
audacity.” Theory and practice, strategy and tactics were
based in his mind on actual confrontation within “this” par-
ticular historical development. He must have calculated that
foco army activity that was hidden and nameless, operating
where the objective conditions for revolution already existed
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and had existed for a dozen decades, would survive and grow
if, at the same time, the Black Panther political apparatus
continued to develop its autonomous infrastructure. Proof of
his theory was built right into the action: five desperate men
were offered arms as a means to freedom—three took them.

Proof of the role of law within the totalitarian-
authoritarian relationship was also built into the action. In
a fit of reckless, mindless gunfire, one hundred automated
goons shot through the bodies of a judge, district attorney,
and three female noncombatants to reestablish control over
all activity. To prevent certain actions, no cost in blood is too
high.

It would seem that so much free fire would be difficult
to explain, but it is not. Freedoms are invariably being pro-
tected with this gunfire. Freedom must then be interpreted
a thousand separate ways, but it actually comes down to
freedom for a few families and their friends—freedom to
prey upon the world.

Acceptance of enslavement is deeply buried in the pa-
thogenic character types of capitalism. It is a result of the
sense of dread and anxiety which is the lot of all men under
capitalist rule. Compulsive behavior and disordered obses-
sional longings are actually made synonymous with “charac-
ter” in our disordered society. But to emphasize these
conditions before examining the institutions from which they
spring is to confuse effect with cause and further cloud the
point of attack. So far, cultural analysis has established that
the psychosis is so ingrained, the institutions so centralized,
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that what is needed is total revolution, the armed struggle
between the have-nots with their vanguard and the haves
with their hirelings or macabre freaks that live through them,
civil war between at least these two sections of the population
is the only purgative. Total revolution must be aimed at the
purposeful and absolute destruction of the state and all
present institutions, the destruction carried out by the so-
called psychopath, the outsider, whose only remedy is de-
struction of the system. This organized massive violence
directed at the source of thought control is the only realistic
therapy.

Analysis of the oppressed mentality and the psy-
chopathic personality that accrue from contact with the
prevarications of Amerikan culture must be carefully inte-
grated with the analysis of the source. Simple interpretation
of effects tends to calcify—it certainly promotes defeatism.
‘“Action makes the front.” One can quietly refuse to accept
the constrictions of bourgeois culture, can reject himself,
hate the self and turn inward. By so doing he accomplishes
a form of individual revolt, but here again we find another
unconscious manifestation of the thing we hate—individual-
ism—a now attitudinal instrumentality of bourgeois culture.
We cannot escape—one simply cannot reject constrictions
without rejecting and putting to death the constrictor. An
armed attacker cannot be ignored. Gandhi and the gurus
were all abject fools. I would certainly be dead if, when
critical flash points matured, I hadn’t backed my rejection
with blows. I would hate to have been a Vietnamese in My
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Lai without arms. I hate encounters like the one at my last
court appearance on April 6, 1971,* when the enemies who
attacked me had all the weapons. I would hate to run into
freaks who have Mike Hammer/J. Edgar Hoover complexes
without being armed. My pledge is to arms, my enemies are
institutions and any men with vested interests in them, even
if that interest is only a wage. If revolution means civil war
—1I accept, and the sooner begun the sooner done.

I don’t think the enemy can be identified any more
carefully than this. Further identification must be made in
the process. I feel elated that my brother died with two guns
in hand. I'm going to miss him and all the others, though
death in our situation is only a release. I miss people in-
tensely. I miss him intensely, but he and the others who
sought freedom died at the throat of the principal repressive
institution of the empire—they died making real attempts at
freedom.

I paraphrase Castro on trial after Moncada:

“I warn you, gentlemen, I have only begun!”

*On April 6, 1971, at a preliminary hearing of the Soledad Brothers’
murder trial, a bailiff persisted in jabbing George Jackson in the ribs
despite repeated warnings. Finally Jackson wheeled around and decked
the bailiff with a karate blow to the head.—Ed.
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Comrade John*

I’ve just finished rereading Angela’s analysis of fascism
(she’s a brilliant, “big,” beautiful revolutionary woman—
ain’t shell). I've studied your letters on the subject carefully.
It could be productive for the three of us to get together at
once and subject the whole question to a detailed historical
analysis. There is some difference of opinion and interpreta-
tion of history between us, but basically I think we are
brought together on the principal points by the fact that the
three of us could not meet without probably causing World
War III.

Give her my deepest and warmest love and ask her to
review these comments. This is not all that I will have to say
on the subject. I’ll constantly return to myself and reexam-
ine. I expect I will have to carry this on for another couple
of hundred pages. We’ll deal with the questions as they come
up, but for now this should provoke both of you to push me
on to a greater effort.

The basis of Angela’s analysis is tied into several old left
notions that are at least open to some question now. It is my
view that out of the economic crisis of the last great depres-
sion fascism-corporativism did indeed emerge, develop and
consolidate itself into its most advanced form here in
Amerika. In the process, socialist consciousness suffered
some very severe setbacks. Unlike Angela, I do not believe
that this realization leads to a defeatest view of history. An

*John Thorne, the author’s lawyer.
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understanding of the reality of our situation is essential to the
success of future revolutionizing activity. To contend that
corporativism has emerged and advanced is not to say that
it has triumphed. We are not defeated. Pure fascism, absolute
totalitarianism, is not possible.

Hierarchy has had six thousand years of trial. It will
never succeed for long in any form. Fascism and its historical
significance is the point of my whole philosophy on politics
and its extension, war. My opinion is that we are at the
historical climax (the flash point) of the totalitarian period.
The analysis in depth that the subject deserves has yet to be
done. Important as they are, both Wilhelm Reich’s and
Franz Neumann’s works* on the subject are limited. Reich
tends to be overanalytical to the point of idealism. I don’t
think Neumann truly sensed the importance of the antiso-
cialist movement. Behemoth is too narrowly based on the
experience of German National Socialism. So there is so
much to be done on the subject and time is running out. If
I am correct, we will soon be forced into the same fight that
the old left avoided.

6/20/71
It is not defeatist to acknowledge that we have lost a
battle. How else can we “regroup” and even think of carrying
on the fight. At the center of revolution is realism. To call

* The Mass Psychology of Fascism, by Wilhelm Reich; Behemoth: The
Structure and Practice of National Socialism, by Franz Neumann.
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one or two or a dozen setbacks defeat is to overlook the
ebbing and flowing process of revolution, coming closer to
our calculations and then receding, but never standing still.
If a thing isn’t building, it must be decaying. As one force
emerges, the opposite force must yield; as one advances, the
other must retreat. There is a very significant difference be-
tween retreat and defeat. I am not saying that our parents
were defeated when I contend that fascist-corporativism
emerged and advanced in the U.S. At the same time it was
making its advance, it caused, by its very nature, an advance
in world-wide socialist consciousness: “When U.S. capital-
ism reached the stage of imperialism, the Western great pow-
ers had already divided among themselves almost all the
important markets in the world. At the end of World War
IT when the other imperialist powers had been weakened, the
U.S. became the most powerful and richest imperialist
power. Meanwhile, the world situation was no longer the
same: the balance of forces between imperialism and the
socialist camps had fundamentally changed; imperialism no
longer ruled over the world, nor did it play a decisive role
in the development of the world situation” (Vo Nguyen
Giap).

In my analysis, I'm simply taking into account the fact
that the forces of reaction and counterrevolution were al-
lowed to localize themselves and radiate their energy here in
the U.S. The process has created the economic, political and
cultural vortex of capitalism’s last re-form. My views corre-
spond with those of all the Third World revolutionaries. And
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if taken in the international sense, they are aggressive and
realistic.

The second notion that stands in the way of our under-
standing of fascist-corporativism is a semantic problem.
When I am being interviewed by a member of the old guard
and point to the concrete and steel, the tiny electronic listen-
ing device concealed in the vent, the phalanx of goons peep-
ing in at us, his barely functional plastic tape-recorder that
cost him a week’s labor, and point out that these are all
manifestations of fascism, he will invariably attempt to refute
me by defining fascism simply as an economic geo-political
affair where only one political party is allowed to exist above-
ground and no opposition political activity is allowed. But
examine that definition of totalitarianism, comrade. No op-
position parties are allowed in China, Cuba, North Korea or
North Vietnam. Such a narrow definition condemns the
model revolutionary societies to totalitarianism. Despite the
presence of political parties, there is only one legal politics
in the U.S.—the politics of corporativism. The hierarchy
commands all state power. There are thousands of ways,
however, to attack it and place that power in the hands of
the people.

6/20/71
All levels of struggle must be conceived as inclined
planes leading inexorably to a point where armed conflict
will engulf two or more sections of the people.
Armed struggle or organized violence is the natural
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outcome of a sequence of historical events that have matured
to the point of impasse. This is not to say that war is for us
the only immediate recourse or the spontaneous result of a
breakdown in lesser forms of political activity. I have always
tried to emphasize that through every stage of political
mobilization there must be a corresponding and equal mili-
tary mobilization of the people’s forces. One is inextricably
tied into the other, and not simply for the reason unwittingly
put forward by the old guard that fascism allows for no valid
opposition political activity, though there is some truth in
that position. My position is based on historical precedents
that indicate the probable scope and range of violence in an
Amerikan revolution.

In the present class structure we represent the group
with the greatest revolutionary potential. We are black—the
significance of which needs very little analysis here, though
I will go into the mechanics of race at length later in dealing
with the contextual structure of fascist hierarchy. But mainly
my position is rooted in the long history of the Amerikan
business oligarchy’s penchant for violent repression of any
forces that have threatened its centralist movement, and in
the very natural defense reflexes of any form of state power.
Although, as victims of one of history’s most brutal contra-
dictions, as the poorest of the poor, as blacks, it is quite
justifiable and completely possible for us to destroy this
country as a modern nation-state, to attack it with a totally
destructive counter-sweep of frustrated retaliatory rage; that
is not our purpose. As revolutionaries, it is our objective to
move ourselves and the people into actions that will culmi-
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nate in the seizure of state power. Our real purpose is to
redeem not merely ourselves but the whole nation and the
whole community of nations from colonial-community eco-
nomic repression.

The U.S. has established itself as the mortal enemy of
all people’s government, all scientific-socialist mobilization
of consciousness everywhere on the globe, all anti-imperialist
activity on earth. The history of this country in the last fifty
years and more, the very nature of all its fundamental ele-
ments, and its economic, social, political and military mobili-
zation distinguish it as the prototype of the international
fascist counterrevolution. The U.S. is the Korean problem,
the Vietnamese problem, the problem in the Congo, Angola,
Mozambique, the Middle East. It’s the grease in the British
and Latin Amerikan guns that operate against the masses of
common people.

6/21/71

The nature of fascism, its characteristics and properties
have been in dispute ever since it was first identified as a
distinct phenomenon growing out of Italy’s state-supported
and developed industries in 1922. Whole libraries have been
written around the subject. There have been a hundred
“party lines’’ on just exactly what fascism is. But both Marx-
ists and non-Marxists agree on at least two of its general
factors: its capitalist orientation and its anti-labor, anti-class
nature. These two factors almost by themselves identify the
U.S. as a fascist-corporative state.
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An exact definition of fascism concerns me because it
will help us identify our enemy and isolate the targets of
revolution. Further, it should help us to understand the
workings of the enemy’s methodology. Settling this question
of whether or not a mature fascism has developed will finally
clear away some of the fog in our liberation efforts. This will
help us to broaden the effort. We will not succeed until we
fully accept the fact that the enemy is aware, determined,
disguised, totalitarian, and mercilessly counterrevolutionary.
To fight effectively, we must be aware of the fact that the
enemy has consolidated through reformist machination the
greatest community of self-interest that has ever existed.

Our insistence on military action, defensive and retalia-
tory, has nothing to do with romanticism or precipitous
idealistic fervor. We want to be effective. We want to live.
Our history teaches us that the successful liberation struggles
require an armed people, a whole people, actively participat-
ing in the struggle for their liberty!

The final definition of fascism is still open, simply be-
cause it is still a developing movement. We have already
discussed the defects of trying to analyze a movement outside
of its process and its sequential relationships. You gain only
a discolored glimpse of a dead past.

No one will fully comprehend the historical implica-
tions and strategy of fascist corporativism except the true
fascist manipulator or the researcher who is able to slash
through the smoke screens and disguises the fascists set up.
Fascism was the product of class struggle. It is an obvious
extension of capitalism, a higher form of the old struggle—
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capitalism versus socialism. I think our failure to clearly
isolate and define it may have something to do with our
insistence on a full definition—in other words, looking for
exactly identical symptoms from nation to nation. We have
been consistently misled by fascism’s nationalistic trappings.
We have failed to understand its basically international char-
acter. In fact, it has followed international socialism all
around the globe. One of the most definite characteristics of
fascism is its international quality.

6/22/71

The trends toward monopoly capital began effectively
just after the close of the Civil War in Amerika. Prior to its
emergence, bourgeois democratic rule could be said to have
been the predominant political force inside Amerikan so-
ciety. As monopoly capital matured, the role of the old bour-
geois democracy faded in process. As monopoly capital
forced out the small dispersed factory setup, the new cor-
porativism assumed political supremacy. Monopoly capital
can in na way be interpreted as an extension of old bourgeois
democracy. The forces of monopoly capital swept across the
Western world in the first half of this century. But they did
not exist alone. Their opposite force was also at work, i.e.,
“international socialism”—Lenin’s and Fanon’s—national
wars of liberation guided not by the national bourgeois but
by the people, the ordinary working-class people.

At its core, fascism is an economic rearrangement. It is
international capitalism’s response to the challenge of inter-
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national scientific socialism. It developed from nation to na-
tion out of differing levels of traditionalist capitalism’s
dilapidation. The common feature of all instances of fascism
is the opposition of a weak socialist revolution. When the
fascist arrangement begins to emerge in any of the inde-
pendent nation-states, it does so by default! It is simply an
arrangement of an established capitalist economy, an at-
tempt to renew, perpetuate and legitimize that economy’s
rulers by circumflexing and weighing down, diffusing a revo-
lutionary consciousness pushing from below. Fascism must
be seen as an episodically logical stage in the socio-economic
development of capitalism in a state of crisis. It is the result
of a revolutionary thrust that was weak and miscarried—a
consciousness that was compromised. “When revolution
fails . . . it’s the fault of the vanguard parties.”

It is clear that class struggle is an ingredient of fascism.
It follows that where fascism emerges and develops, the anti-
capitalist forces were weaker than the traditionalist forces.
This weakness will become even more pronounced as fascism
develops! The ultimate aim of fascism is the complete de-
struction of all revolutionary consciousness.

6/23/71
Our purpose here is to understand the essence of this
living, moving thing so that we will understand how to move
against it.
This observer is convinced that fascism not only exists
in the U.S.A. but has risen out of the ruins of a once eroded
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and dying capitalism, phoenixlike, to its most advanced and
logical arrangement.

One has to understand that the fascist arrangement tol-
erates the existence of no valid revolutionary activity. It has
programmed into its very nature a massive, complex and
automatic defense mechanism for all our old methods for
raising the consciousness of a potentially revolutionary class
of people. The essence of a U.S.A. totalitarian socio-political
capitalism is concealed behind the illusion of a mass par-
ticipatory society. We must rip away its mask. Then the
debate can end, and we can enter a new phase of struggle
based on the development of an armed revolutionary culture
that will triumph.

On May 14, 1787, the Constitutional Convention with
George Washington presiding officer, the work of framing
the new nation’s constitution proceeded with fifty-five per-
sons and only two were not employers!!!

There have been many booms and busts in the history
of capitalism in this nation and across the Western Hemi-
sphere since its formation. The accepted method of pulling
the stricken economy out of its stupor has always been to
expand. It was pretty clear from the outset that the surplus
value factor eventually leads to a point in the business cycle
when the existing implementation of the productive factors
makes it impossible for the larger factor of production (la-
bor) to buy back the “fruits of its labor.” This leads to what
has been erroneously termed “‘overproduction.” It is, in fact,
underconsumption. The remedy has always been to expand,
to search out new markets and new sources of cheaper raw
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materials to recharge the economy (the imperialist syn-
drome).

Conflicts of interests develop, of course, between the
various Western nations and eventually lead to competition
for these markets. The result is always an ever-increasing
international centralization of the various capitalists’ elites,
world-wide cartels: International Telegraphic Unions (now
International Tele-communications Union), universal postal
union, transportation, agricultural, and scientific syndicates.
Before World War I there were forty-five or fifty such inter-
national syndicates, not counting the purely business cartels.
The international quality of capitalism is not happenstance.
It is clearly in the interests of the ruling class to expand and
unite. I am one Marxist-Leninist-Maoist-Fanonist who does
not completely accept the idea that the old capitalist com-
petitive wars for colonial markets were actually willed by the
various rulers of each nation, even though such wars stimu-
lated their local economies and made it possible to promote
nationalism among the lower classes. War taken to the point
of diminishing returns weakens rather than strengthens the
participants, and if the rulers of these nations were anything
at all they were good businessmen. Expansion, then, which
often led unavoidably to war, was the traditional recourse in
the solving of problems created by a vacuous, uncontrollable
system, which never considered any changes in its arrange-
ment, its essential dynamics, until it came under a very real,
directly threatening challenge from below to its very
existence. Fascism in its early stages is a rearrangement of
capitalist implementation in response to a sharpening,
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threatening, but weaker egalitarian socialist consciousness.

In regional or national economic crisis the traditional
remedies also include measures which stop just short of mas-
sive expansion on the international level. Traditional con-
trols short of expansion and war have always existed in the
form of government intervention, tariffs, public expenditure,
government export subsidy and limited control of the capital
market and import licenses, and monopolies have always
used government to help direct investment.
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